
 
The Ten Commands 

Exodos 20:1-17; Duet. 5:6-21 

# Prohibition Penalty  Verses New Testament 
Constraint   

1 Have no other gods alongside of 
Jehovah 

Death Duet. 17:2-7 Col. 3:5 

2 Have no carved images for 
worship 

Death Ex. 22:20 cf. 23:24-
25 

1 Jn. 5:21; 1 Cor. 
10:7 

3 Do not take Jehovah’s name in 
vain 

Death Lev. 24:16 Col. 3:8 

4 Keep the Sabbath holy 
Very limited activity  

Death Ex. 31:13-17; 35:2-
3; Exam. Num. 

15:30-36 

Absolutely no 
restrictions 

5 Do not abuse your parents Death Ex. 21:15, 17 Eph. 6:1-2; 
 Col. 3:20 

6 Do not commit murder Death Ex. 21:12, 29; Lev. 
24:17 

1 Pet. 4:14 

7 Do not commit adultery Death Lev. 20:10 1 Cor. 3:9 

8 Do not steal Sometimes 
death/ 
Other 
times 
proportion
al 

Ex. 21:16; Duet. 
24:7;/  
 
Ex. 22:11-5 

Eph. 4:28 

9 Do not bear false witness Proportion
al 

Duet. 19:15-21 Col. 3:9 

10 Do not covet other Jews’ 
possessions 

Guilt  Rom. 7:7-10 

 Commandments numbers 6-10 were for Jew-to-Jew behavior: neighbor (Ex. 22:25-26).  

 In addition to the Ten Commandments, there were 500+ statues: dietary, ceremonial etc.  

 The Law consisted in three parts: the Ten Commandments, the statues, and the 
judgments (Duet. 5:23; 7:11). 

 All three parts of the Law were to be observed, no picking and choosing (Duet. 27:25; Gal. 
3:10; 5:3). 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


