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The Carnal Christian 
 

I. Review: at salvation the new believer is: 
1. Born-again, or regenerated in the realm of the human spirit. 
2. Indwelt by each of the three Persons of the Godhead. 

1) The Holy Spirit’s indwelling imparts: 1). An anointing—
teaching: “Christian”; 2). Sealing—security; 3). First-fruit—
sample of future freedom; 4). Downpayment—more to come 
5). Holy dwelling place—God’s presence.  

2) God the Son’s indwelling gives 1). Eternal life—an active, 
intimate relationship with God; 2). The mind of Christ—the 
ability to think righteous thoughts. 

3) God the Father’s indwelling imparts His sperm and 
constitutes the believer as a “born one” of His family of 
God; 2). As spiritual Father, He disciplines His sons; 3). He 
provides participation in the Divine nature—a new 
desirous will.  
 

II. The believer’s new nature is in direct conflict with his sin nature. 
1. Paul struggled to defeat the sin nature (Rom. 7:6-9). 
2. Without divine enabling, the sin nature always wins. 

 
III. The dichotomy of the Christian’s potential—spirituality or 

carnality. 
1. The carnal Christian emanates/shows forth the works of the 

flesh (1 Cor. 3:1-3; Gal. 5:19-21). 
2. He is dominated by the sin nature (Rom. 7:24). 
3. He is a spiritual “babe” (1 Cor. 3:1; Heb. 5:12-13, cf. 14). 
4. He cannot be illumined to new spiritual truth. 
5. He requires repetition of the “A, B, C’s”, rather than complex 

truth (2 Tim. 3:7). 
6. He may act like an unsaved person, or worse (1 Cor. 1:2; 5:1). 
7. Orders his lifestyle like a natural, unsaved man (1 Cor. 3:3). 
8. Has the potential to express any, or all of the works of the 

flesh (Gal. 5:19-21). 
 

IV. The Christian is provided with all the divine enabling needed to 
defeat the sin nature (Rom. 7:25; 1 Cor. 10:13; Gal. 5:16-17). 


