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The Study of Man 
I. The “natural man” is in an unsaved state. 

1. He has a body, soul, and spirit (1 Thes. 5:23). 
2. He has a „natural‟ dilemma between his soul and spirit: his 

rationale at conflict with his emotions. 
3. He has no relationship with God: separated from God—dead 

spiritually (1 Jn. 3:9-10; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 6:23). 
4. He cannot comprehend the value of spiritual truth (1 Cor. 

2:14). 
1) His heart is darkened (Rom. 1:21). 
2) He has no Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9). 

5. The Scriptural truth he needs is the Gospel (2 Tim. 3:17). 
II. When the natural man believes the Gospel it is a divine enabling.  

1. The Holy Spirit convicts him (Jn. 16:7-9). 
2. The Holy Spirit removes his spiritual blind (2 Cor. 4:3-6). 
3. He is given the gift of belief/faith (1Cor. 3:5; Phil. 1:29; Gal. 

3:22). 
1) Faith is God-given by grace (Eph. 2:8). 
2) Faith is a gift—no strings attached (Eph. 2:8). 
3) Faith is a gift as a result of grace (Rom. 6:23). 
4) Faith is a gift with no works involved since the Holy Spirit 

did the work (Rom. 3:28; 4:2, 6; 9:32; 11:6; Gal. 2:16; 3:2, 
5, 10; Eph. 2:9-10; 2 Tim. 1:7; Tit. 3:5). 

III. The natural man may be a son of Satan (Eph. 2:2; 5:6; Col. 3:6).  
1. “Child” contrasted to “son” in the New Testament. 

1) Child— a family relationship (1 Jn. 3:10, teknon). 
2) Son—position and privilege (Rom. 8:14, hweeos). 

2. Satan‟s primary motivation is to be like God (Is. 1412-14). 
1) Answerable to no one. 
2) Rules a parallel completive, antagonistic kingdom—world 

system to thwart God‟s purpose and plan (Jn. 14:30; Mk. 
4:8-9). 

3. Satan uses counterfeit “Christians” to infiltrate the Church 
(Mt. 13:24-25; 37-39). 

4. Satan uses his sons to misdirect and dilute the Church and 
thus spoil its mission: sows tares and frustrates the Christian 
living a Christ-like life (2 Cor. 11:4, 13-15). 

5. Satan energizes his sons, like God does Christians (Eph. 2:2). 
6. Believers should use caution when labeling ones professing to 

be saved (Mt. 13:29-30).   


